BY  ORDER OF THE  SHAH

"'Look/ he said. 'What think you?9 Has not the
hill changed shape? These rounded curves and terraces
where once were rocky crags; what manner of thing may
this be?5

"The captain made no answer, for up came a runner,
heralded by the jingling of the bells on his staff.

" 'Salaam *aleikum> your Royal Highness,' he said,
bowing to the ground and pouring a stream of dust upon
his head. 'Greetings from His Majesty thy father. He
bids thee come quickly. The monster bringeth destruction
everywhere. Our crops are laid low. Our houses are
broken down. Our cattle and our maidens have been
sacrificed to the lust of It-of-the-Nine-Holes. See!
Yonder it lies, three times encircling the hill, and yet
its great length allows jaws and tail to rove where they
will.'

"Husein saw it was indeed so. The rounded curves
about the hill were not the efforts of man, but verily the
coils of the Devil himself, who lay there defying all comers.
The reptile Husein had cast from him had burst the bounds
of the well, and was lord of all it surveyed. Husein strode
to his horse, and flung himself into the saddle. He
galloped along the lakeside, and up the mountain path,
where his father was descending to meet him.

" 'Greetings, my son," cried the old King. 'Well
come thou art indeed. Go thou forth and do thine
utmost.9

"Without more ado, the prince set spurs to his horse.
Those below listened to the sounds of combat. When day
was done, and the moon rose above the snow peak, he
returned, dusty, and weary unto death.

" 'Alas, my father, what can we do? Every time one
piece of the body is severed from the rest, it adheres again
more quickly than I can recover to deliver another
blow.5

"Husein  flung  himself to   the   ground   and   stared
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